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Dear Prospective Student,
 
Thank you for your interest in the Graduate Landscape Architecture Program at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. We are an accredited 
graduate program offering first professional and post-professional degrees, and we are now accepting applications for fall 2015 enrollment. The 
review of applications begins on February 1, 2015. Qualified applicants will be notified of their admission throughout the spring. 

Our program is made possible through a unique partnership between the College of Architecture and Design and the College of Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources. Building upon this interdisciplinary foundation, the program draws upon the expertise of an award-winning, 
interdisciplinary faculty, the excellent facilities and resources of the colleges, university, city, and region, and relationships cultivated between 
various colleges and organizations on- and off-campus. This ever-expanding network allows us to deliver a design-centered education that 
synthesizes the knowledge and intelligence of applied arts and applied sciences to provide students with a way of approaching the design, 
planning, and management of the contemporary landscape that is integrative, creative, and catalytic. 
 
We are seeking students with a strong work ethic that are ambitious, curious, and driven, who see the potentials offered by a degree in landscape 
architecture to change the world. No background in art, ecology, or design is necessary to be accepted or to or excel in our program – just 
determination and an open mind. Students come to our program from diverse undergraduate degree programs such as Communications, Literature, 
Sustainability, Biology, Plant Science, Music, and Economics to name just a few. We believe that this disciplinary diversity contributes greatly to 
our multiple-intelligence approach to engaging the landscape, and we are continuously looking for ways to hybridize landscape architecture with 
other forms of knowledge as a way to expand the scope and potential of the discipline. 

The program maintains a strong tradition of merit-based financial assistance to qualified enrollees and students. Historically, approximately 1/3 of 
students in our program receive merit-based financial assistance during the course of an academic year. In the 2013-2014 academic year, more than 
50% of all students in the program, and over 75% of our incoming class received some level of financial assistance from the UT Graduate School, our 
partner colleges, or the Landscape Architecture Program. Completed applications must be received on or before February 1, 2015 in order to receive 
full consideration of merit-based financial assistance from the UT Graduate School and the program. 

Enclosed in this packet you will find examples of student work in addition to detailed information about our program, our degree offerings 
and the application and admission process. Because assembling the required application materials can take significant time, it is important that 
interested students express their intention to apply to the program as early as possible.
 
Interested students are also strongly encouraged to schedule on-campus visits throughout the fall or spring semesters. Appointments can be 
scheduled Wednesday or Friday afternoons by contacting us at larchinfo@utk.edu. Campus visits allow applicants to see design education in a 
studio setting, meet students, faculty, and staff, and ask directed questions about the program. We also invite you to learn more about the program 
at the College of Architecture and Design’s Graduate Open House on November 1, 2014.  Please visit our website for more details.
 
We encourage you to take time to explore this packet as well as our program’s web-based information. We are online at http://archdesign.utk.
edu/academics/graduate-landscape-architecture/. You can also find us on Facebook by searching “University of Tennessee Landscape Architecture 
Program.” Here you will find up-to-date information about the activities of our faculty, students, and alumni, as well as examples of our exceptional 
student and faculty work.
 
In addition to the information sources listed above, you may also contact us directly at larchinfo@utk.edu, and we will be happy to answer your 
questions. We look forward to hearing from you.  

Gale Fulton
Associate Professor and Chair
Graduate Landscape Architecture Program
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
e-mail:   gfulton@utk.edu
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Students work across a wide range of scales and 
project types in order to prepare them for the 
rigors of contemporary landscape architectural 
practice. Image from LAR 551, Fall 2014.
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Landscape Architecture and Career Development
Knoxville, TN, and Around the Region 

Program Overview
Curriculum Overview

College of Architecture and Design Summer Program
Financial Aid Information

Application Checklist 

Web Information:
College of Architecture and Design

www.archdesign.utk.edu/
Landscape Architecture Program

http://archdesign.utk.edu/academics/graduate-landscape-architecture/ 

Program Contact:
Gale Fulton, ASLA 

Landscape Architecture Program Chair 

College of Architecture and Design
University of Tennessee at Knoxville

1715 Volunteer Boulevard
Knoxville, TN 37996

Program e-mail:  
larchinfo@utk.edu

v
College of Architecture and Design Main Office Phone:

865-974-5253       

GRE + TOEFL: 
UT institutional code 1843

send scores to UT Graduate School

This Package Contains

To Contact the Program:



Student life in the UTLA program is intense, exciting, fluid, and fun. The UT ASLA student group coordinates events throughout the 
year including an annual tailgate; the Church Lecture Series brings world-renowned designers, scholars, and theorists to the school; and 
CoAD and CASNR led study abroad and mini-tours travel to historical and contemporary landscapes around the world.
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE + 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

The profession of landscape architecture integrates both applied arts and applied 
sciences.  It is a profession that plans, designs, and manages our environments.  
Landscape architecture has strong historical roots in the United States, and early 
examples, such as Monticello and Mount Vernon, are still much admired.  The term 
landscape architecture became common after 1863 when Frederick Law Olmsted and 
Calvert Vaux used the term in relation to their design of New York’s Central Park.  

Today, landscape architects deal with the increasingly complex relationships between 
the built and natural environments. Landscape architects plan and design: 
• traditional places such as parks, residential developments, campuses, and gardens
• institutional centers, and waterfront developments
• the restoration of natural places disturbed by humans such as wetlands, stream 

corridors, brownfields and grayfileds, mined areas, and forested land
• preservation planning projects for national, regional, and local historic sites

Collaborating with architects, city planners, civil engineers and other professionals, 
landscape architects play a vital role in environmental protection by designing and 
implementing projects that respect both the needs of people and of our environment. 

Landscape architecture is a dynamic profession, offering career opportunities in the:

Private sector 
• within landscape architectural, engineering, architectural, and planning firms
• private corporations that manage their own physical facilities or offer products 

and services related to land planning, development, and design implementation, 

Public sector
• state and local governments
• federal, state, regional, and municipal agencies involved in physical facilities 

management and land planning, development, and preservation, including 
the U.S. Forest Service, National Park Service, Tennessee Valley Authority, 
Soil Conservation Service, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Department of Transportation, Veteran’s Administration, and others

Academic institutions
• to teach and conduct research in professional programs offered by colleges and universities 
• on faculties in departments of architecture, art, planning and other related fields
• to teach in continuing education and extension programs
 

What is Landscape 
Architecture?

Careers
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OAK RIDGE MASTER PLAN 
Luke Murphree and Justin Bruno | Professor Brad Collett | LAR 545 | Fall 2012

Prepared for the City of Oak Ridge, TN in collaboration with the Metropolitan 
Planning Commission of Knox County, this 50-year master plan provides a design 
and planning framework that can help shape Oak Ridge into a desirable destination 
that builds on its history while capitalizing on its role as a research and development 
center of the Southeast.  

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
• Provide opportunities for local businesses to re-locate to a more dense, mixed use 

development.  The resulting vacant land can then be dedicated to re-establishing 
the greenbelt.  

• Increase, connect, and enhance open space so as to provide an interconnected 
network of natural corridors, recreation, and gathering spaces.  

• Increase the sense of place by drawing on character of the ridge and valley 
formations that surround the city.  

• Promote healthier lifestyles through a more walkable community.  

• Provide a diversity of transportation options, including mass transit, automobile, 
walking, and cycling.  These options help reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
lower transportation costs on residents.  

• Emphasize the role of Oak Ridge as the region’s high tech, premier sustainable 
city through clean energy production and green infrastructure that captures 
rainwater and provides natural filtration.

• Preserve and celebrate historic sites.

• Provide a diversity of housing types to accommodate changing demographics.  

Amphitheater

History Museum

The Esplanade

Jackson Square

•  Farmers Market
• Lavender Festival

Intermodal Transit Hub
• Transit Station
• Public Plaza  
• Pedestrian Tunnel
• Bicycle Rental/Storage Facility
• Zip Car Rental Facility

Wetland Park
• Stormwater Collection and Filtration
• Reflection Pond
• Passive Recreation
• Garden Club Botanical Garden

DOE Solar Brightfield

Recreation Complex

Business Park

Neighborhood Linear Park

Football Stadium

Community Park

Intermittent Stream Corridor
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LEGEND
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Non-Residential and Mixed Uses:

Mixed Use- Retail, Office, Residential
Retail:  202,000 SF
Office:  150,000 SF
Residential:  456 Units

Mixed Use- Retail, Office, 
Retail:  556,000 SF
Office:  618,000 SF

Mixed Use- Retail, Residential
Retail:  230,000 SF
Residential:  90 Units

Retail
103,000 SF

Office
284,000 SF

Civic/ Institutional
30,000 SF

Tourist Attractions
33,000 SF

Hotel
136,000 SF

Residential Uses

Single Family Residential
50 Units

Multi-Family Residential
393 Units

BUILDING BREAKDOWN

OAK RIDGE TURNPIKE

LABORATORY R
D

TENNESSEE AVE

BROADWAY AVE

Students work on a wide range of scales and types 
in order to prepare them for the great diversity 
of landscape projects engaged in contemporary 
design offices. Image from LAR 555, Fall 2012.
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The Landscape Architecture Registration Exam (LARE) is developed and administered 
by the Council of Landscape Architecture Registration Boards (CLARB).  Even 
though different states have different licensure laws, the LARE is a single national 
exam recognized by all states.  Every CLARB member board requires interns to pass 
the LARE.  The LARE is administered on a year-round calendar and consists of five 
sections:
• Project and Construction Administration
• Inventory, Analysis and Program Development
• Design and Construction Documentation
• Site Design
• Grading, Drainage and Stormwater Management

In many states licensure candidates may retake exam sections as many times as 
necessary to achieve a passing score; however, some boards do limit the number of 
retakes.  Some states, such as California and Florida, require that candidates take 
a sixth, state-specific exam in order to attain licensure in that state.  Licensure 
requirements should be verified with the respective member board.

American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA)  
http://www.asla.org

ASLA links page (very good resource) 
http://www.asla.org/nonmembers/links.htm

LAND online (Landscape Architecture News Digest) 
http://www.asla.org/land/

ASLA student page 
http://www.asla.org/epicenter/

Career Discovery @ ASLA 
http://www.asla.org/nonmembers/recruitment/recruitment.html

Professional licensure information page 
http://www.asla.org/members/govtaffairs/licensure/licensure_toc2.html

ASLA Salary Graduate Survey current survey available on ASLA page

Council of Landscape Architecture Registration Board (CLARB) 
professional registration exam http://www.clarb.org/
 
Related Professional Organizations
American Institute of Architects (AIA) http://www.aia.org/
American Planning Association (APA) http://www.planning.org/
 
Educational Organizations
Council of Landscape Educators (CELA) http://www.thecela.org/
 

LARE
Landscape Architecture 
Registration Exam

Sources for Prospective 
Students in Landscape 
Architecture & Career 
Information



Students look to prototypes and precedents from 
across time and space in order to find relationships 
and develop new ones on their way to creating 
innovative solutions. Image from LAR 555, Fall 2013.



LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE PROGRAM  

9

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

At the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, we believe that the role of landscape 
architecture is to steward our natural resources and integrate the experience and 
performance of natural and constructed place into the design of healthy communities 
and memorable landscapes. 

As a partnership between the College of Architecture and Design and the College of 
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, the Landscape Architecture Program 
at The University of Tennessee, Knoxville, offers a dynamic educational and research 
environment that positions its students and faculty to address contemporary issues 
facing landscapes and communities of our region, our state and those posed to the 
broader profession of landscape architecture.  We accomplish this by committing 
ourselves to:

•  Educate students through a design-centered, intercollegiate curriculum,   
    preparing them to be leaders as landscape architectural professionals and   
    researchers
•  Create an environment of cultural and intellectual diversity
•  Promote an ethic of environmental and cultural stewardship, sustainable practice       
   and critical thinking as a means to achieve exemplary research, planning, design     
   and management of developed and naturally occurring landscapes
•  Enhance public health, safety and welfare in Tennessee and beyond
•  Advance the professional and disciplinary knowledge of landscape architecture

The Landscape Architecture Program is offered through a partnership between 
the College of Architecture and Design and the College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources.  The program offers accredited first-professional and post-
professional masters degrees and is distinguished by:

• A commitment to sustainable landscapes, cities, and communities
• Faculty members who share an approach to design based on a profound respect for 

the character of local conditions, regional diversity, the ethic of land stewardship, 
and collaborative learning

• A proven faculty with recognized strengths in emerging areas of research and 
practice that advance design knowledge

• Studio engagement with relevant social and community issues to improve and 
offer service to our world

• Nationally recognized facilities and outreach programs
• An active educational community that promotes creative intellectual dialogues 

between academics, professionals, + citizens
 

Our Program

Our Mission & Values



As an intercollegiate program built on a foundation of collaboration, critique and iteration, students discuss their work with 
faculty from a range of disciplines including architecture, urban design, and horticulture. Additionally, students are able to 
learn from crit sessions with visiting lecturers such as Peter Walker shown below in Fall 2013.
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At UT, you have the opportunity to study landscape architecture design in an 
innovative and exciting interdisciplinary degree program that utilizes the strengths 
and expertise of the College of Architecture and Design, the College of Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources, and related colleges and disciplines.  This enables 
students to build an educational experience that critically addresses design, sustainable 
practices and ethical stewardship of conserved, rural, and urbanized landscapes.

The program fosters community partnerships while providing educational, technical, 
and cultural support to increase the livability of communities.  These partnerships 
with local and regional industries and governments include the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, National Park System, Department of Energy, Tennessee Department of 
Transportation, and the U.S. Forest Service.

Knoxville and the state of Tennessee serve as a laboratory for design students at UT, 
offering opportunities to explore regionally relevant approaches to sustainable civic, 
urban, and landscape design, and stewardship of urban, suburban, rural, restored, 
preserved, and managed landscapes.  

The University of Tennessee, Knoxville  http://www.utk.edu/knoxville/

Landscape Architecture Program 
http://www.arch.utk.edu/grad-land/index.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/University-of-Tennessee-Landscape-Architecture-
Program/172358229503665

UT College of Architecture and Design (CoAD)
www.arch.utk.edu/

UT Landscape Design Concentration, Plant Sciences Department 
http://plantsciences.utk.edu/landscape/default.html, http://plantsciences.utk.edu/

UT College of Agriculture and Natural Resources (CASNR)
http://casnr.tennessee.edu/

Great Smoky Mountain Park  
http://www.nps.gov/grsm/

UT Gardens 
http://utgardens.tennessee.edu

Intercollegiate &
Interdisciplinary 
Education

Educational & Physical 
Environment

Related Links
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“I have always loved this place in the foothills of Tennessee, and I doubt if I have ever 
enjoyed any of my work more.” 
    - Jens Jensen, Landscape Architect, 1860-1951

Knoxville, Tennessee, nestled in the Great Valley between the Appalachian 
Mountains and Cumberland Plateau, is a city that has something for everyone, from 
the cosmopolitan urbanite to the most rugged outdoor enthusiast, and everyone in 
between. From reinvigorated main streets and historic neighborhoods to bustling 
suburbs and quaint rural communities, there is a lifestyle that is sure to suit you. 
But as unassuming and humble as it may be, Knoxville boasts all the conveniences 
one might expect from a major metropolitan city delivered with the comfortable 
charm of a hospitable Southern town. Knoxville rewards those seeking both authentic 
Southern comfort food and fine international dining. Symphonic harmonies waltz 
off the grand stage of the Tennessee Theater and mingle with the casual picking of a 
busker loitering at a street corner in the Old City. The bustle between galleries and 
wine tastings during a First Friday Art Walk give way to Saturday morning strolls 
between farmer’s market vendors doting over their picks of the week.   

Knoxville’s charm doesn’t stop at table cloths, playbills, and gallery-hops.  There’s grit 
under Knoxville’s fingernails, and it comes from a love affair with the outdoors and a 
spirit of adventure that is fueled by the iconic landscapes that surround it.  Tennessee’s 
third largest city boasts an urban wilderness so intertwined with the metropolitan 
area that it’s difficult to know where the city ends and the country begins.  Less than 
an hour’s drive from campus is the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, a NATO 
International Biosphere Reserve and the nation’s most-visited park. Norris Lake’s 
miles of wandering coves and shoreline await enthusiasts behind the Tennessee Valley 
Authority’s first hydroelectric dam only half an hour to the north.  Awe-inspiring 
caverns, rolling hills and mountain-top meadows, spring-fed streams, rivers, and 
reservoirs all await hikers and bikers on the region’s countless miles of greenways, 
nature trails, and blueways.  

Just in case that isn’t enough to satisfy your appetite for culture and adventure, Atlanta, 
GA, Nashville, TN, Charlotte, NC, Cincinnati, OH, are all less than a tank of gas away.  

The University of Tennessee, Knoxville, the state’s flagship university and land grant 
institution, is home to more than 27,000 aspiring scholars - 21,000 undergraduate and 
6,000 graduate - studying in over 300 degree programs housed in 11 colleges.   As the 
state’s largest public research institution, the 500+ acre urban campus hosts a diverse 
academic community and tradition of excellence that will ready you for the world.   

One can’t walk across campus without seeing evidence of the University’s commitment 
to becoming a top 25 public research institution by offering a student life experience 
that is second to none.  All students enjoy access to top-flight recreation facilities, a 
University center that is undergoing a $100 million renovation, and countless other 
amenities across our campus environment.   

The University of Tennessee is the capitol of Big Orange Country, where major athletic 
programs compete on national stages in the most exciting conference in the country—
the South Eastern Conference.  It’s just one more opportunity for students to have a well-
rounded live-work-play experience while enrolled here at The University of Tennessee.  

Knoxville & the Region

The University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville



Optional study abroad trips allow students to immerse 
themselves in foreign cultures, landscapes, and urban 
centers. This image was taken during the Summer 2014 trip 
to the United Kingdom. 
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Students must have an understanding of design, human cultures, the arts, and 
humanities, as well as a basic technical understanding of plant materials, construction, 
public infrastructure, and planning.  Skills in both visual and verbal communication 
are essential.  While knowledge and skills may be developed, design is ultimately a 
process of critical thinking, analysis, and creative activity.  The best way to prepare 
students to address the challenges facing the profession of landscape architecture is 
with a well-rounded education which establishes a foundation for life-long learning.

Most states require that those seeking or holding licensure as a landscape architect 
hold an accredited professional degree, either a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture 
or a Master of Landscape Architecture.  The Landscape Architecture Accreditation 
Board (LAAB) accredits professional degrees.  All aspiring landscape architects must 
pass the Landscape Architecture Registration Exam (LARE), following an internship 
under the direction of a licensed landscape architect.  Nationwide, three types of 
programs lead to an accredited, first professional degree:
• Bachelor of Landscape Architecture (BLA)
• Bachelor of Science in Landscape Architecture (BSLA) These undergraduate degree 

programs usually require four or five years of study in design, construction 
techniques, art, history, natural and social sciences.

• Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA_1) This degree is for individuals holding 
an undergraduate degree in a field other than landscape architecture, and intend 
to become landscape architecture professionals. The MLA_1 can usually be 
earned in three years of full-time study.  Students with undergraduate degrees 
in landscape design, architecture, or other design fields can apply for advanced 
standing, which may reduce the time of study by up to one year.  

• Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA_2) is a second professional degree for 
persons who hold an undergraduate professional degree in landscape architecture 
and wish to pursue specialized studies.  The MLA_2 degree normally requires 
about 18 months to complete.

• MA/MS in Landscape Architecture is a degree for persons who want to conduct 
research in landscape architecture, but do not seek to be registered professional 
practitioners.  

• These degrees in landscape architecture studies are useful for those who wish to 
have a foundation in the field of landscape architecture, wish to pursue career 
paths in the profession that do not require licensure, or to support employment 
options in related fields.

The Landscape Architecture Program at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 
offers all three masters level degrees including an accredited first professional Master 
of Landscape Architecture (MLA_1).  The UT Landscape Architecture Program 
is the only landscape architecture program in the state of Tennessee approved by 
the Tennessee Higher Education Commission and accredited by the Landscape 
Architecture Accreditation Board.

Goals in Landscape
Architecture Education

Degrees:
First Professional

Degrees:
Landscape Architectural 
Studies

Degrees at UT



OR

OR

ANDAND/OR

AND/OR

OR

OR

Design Studio

Design
Communication

History / Theory

Tectonics

Living Systems

 Electives*

FALL

YEAR ONE

SPRING
(15) (15)

FALL

YEAR TWO

SPRING
(16) (15)

FALL

YEAR THREE

SPRING
(15) (12)

- 6 hours of Open Elective credits. 
Students are encouraged to work with 
faculty advisors to choose courses that 
will best complement their specific 
degree trajectory. 

- 9 hours of Directed Elective credits.
Students are strongly encouraged to fulfill
at least 6 of these hours from the electives
shown at left (dashed lines). Students must 
work with faculty advisors to identify
approved courses for these credit hours.

LAR 503
Histories & Theories I

LAR 560
Professional Practices

LAR 520
Design Com II

LAR 525
Design Com I

LAR 501
Ecological Design:
Theory & Practice

LAR 504
Histories & Theories II

LAR 525/580
Framing/Programming

PS 593
Landform & Hydrology

LAR 532
Design & 
Construction I

LAR 533
Design & 
Construction II

PS 421
Native Plants/Living
Systems I

LAR/PS 540
Plants in Design 

Directed Elective Directed Elective Directed Elective Directed Elective Directed Elective

Open ElectiveOpen ElectiveOpen Elective

LAR 5xx
Living Systems II

LAR 551 
Design Studio I

Design & Communication
Fundamentals

LAR 552 
Design Studio II

Space, Form, Program

LAR 553
Design Studio III

Urban & Regional Design
& Planning

LAR 554 
Design Studio IV

Materials & Tectonics

LAR 556 
Design Studio VI
(non-thesis option) 

LAR 500 
Thesis Studio

or

LAR 555
Design Studio V

Urban Infrastructure

Credit Hours
(88) TOTAL 

LAR 561
Practicum

(3) LAR 561
Practicum

(3)

(3) (3)

(3)(3)

(6)(6) (6) (6)

(3) (3) (3)

(3)

(6)(6)

(3) (3)

(3) (3)

(3) (3) (3) (3) (3)

(3)(3)(3)

(3)

3.0 GPA 3.0 GPA 3.0 GPA 3.0 GPA 3.0 GPA 3.0 GPA

THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE  |  COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN + COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE (Professional Degree Track)     

MLA
2014-2015

The Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) is a 
first professional degree that can be completed 
along two pathways. Each of these pathways allows 
students the option to pursue a thesis if desired and 
if they meet the necessary prerequisites as deter-
mined by the faculty.

Path A: 3-year Program (BA in various backgrounds - 
no previous study/degree in landscape architecture)

 Non-Thesis = 88 hrs coursework
 
 Thesis = 88 hrs (82 hrs graduate coursework      
 + 6 hrs of LAR 500)

Path B: 2-year Program (BA/BS in landscape design 
or related design fields such as architecture, urban 
design, interior design. Proof of a minimum of one 
year of studio design experience required)

 Non-Thesis = 58 - 63 hrs grad coursework 

 Thesis = 58 - 63 hrs (52 - 57 hrs grad   
 coursework + 6 hrs of 500 thesis)

*Electives: 
    In addition to the required core courses shown,      
    students must complete the following to satisfy      
    the requirements of the MLA I degree:

UTLA students work through a flexible curriculum designed to give them the critical skills required to become effective practitioners while also developing 
specialist knowledge and expertise in areas such as water resources, digital design and communication, low-impact development, ecological design, 
construction management and more. Faculty advisors work closely with students throughout their degree program to ensure they are getting the 
maximum advantage possible from their education. Full-scale curriculum diagrams can be downloaded from our website here: http://archdesign.utk.
edu/academics/graduate-landscape-architecture/curriculum/
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

The UT Landscape Architecture Program offers three degrees distinguished by the career 
focus of the degree, length of study required, and by the nature of each degree’s thesis.

The MLA _1 is an accredited first professional degree that qualifies the graduate to sit 
for the Landscape Architecture Registration Exam (LARE) in the USA and to pursue 
a career as a licensed Landscape Architect.  

The MLA_2, MALA, and MSLA are research-oriented graduate degrees that either 
offer students with professional degrees opportunity for focused study (MLA_2), or, 
prepare students with no previous formal study in landscape architecture to pursue 
research or other career paths related to landscape architecture that do not require 
professional licensure (MALA, MSLA).

Accredited Professional Degree:  The MLA_1 curriculum (see facing page) is a three 
year course of study that offers a balanced education across the applied art and applied 
sciences of landscape architecture by leveraging faculty expertise, facilities, and 
research networks in both the College of Architecture and Design and the College 
of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources.  Studio based-design studies is 
emphasized throughout all three years of the degree program.   The specialization and 
thesis sequence within the MLA_1 curriculum affords all students the opportunity 
to explore elective coursework within the program, partner Colleges, and broader 
University as they develop an area of research focus within the profession of landscape 
architecture,.  The curriculum culminates with a self-directed thesis project.  

Applicants with major or minors in landscape design, or a degree in a related design 
field such as architecture or urban design may apply for advanced standing.  Advanced 
standing is considered on a case-by-case basis. No more than 30 hours of advanced 
standing credit may be granted.  Students with undergraduate backgrounds in studio-
based design education and approved portfolios may also be exempt from the summer 
program (see p21).   

Typical career paths for students with the MLA_1 degree include working in private 
or public practice for landscape architecture firms, landscape architecture units within 
architecture and engineering firms, federal, regional, state and municipal government 
agencies, universities and colleges requiring professional licensure.

Research Degrees:   Research-oriented degrees offer students with a professional degree 
in landscape architecture the opportunity for further specialized study (MLA_2) or 
prepare students with no previous formal study in landscape architecture to pursue 
specialized research or other career paths related to landscape architecture that do not 
require professional licensure (MALA, MSLA).  

Curriculum for students wishing to pursue research degrees is customized to suite the 
educational goals of each applicant. Through a collaboration with the program Chair 
and program faculty with expertise in areas related to the applicant’s area of interest, a 
two-year course of study is developed that culminates in a self-directed thesis project.  

Applicants interested in these research-oriented degree paths should contact the 
program chair in advance of the application deadline to indicate this interest, to 
discuss the application process, and learn of required application materials.  

UT Landscape 
Architecture Program

Curriculum Overview
MLA I

Curriculum Overview
MLA II |  MALA  | MSLA 

The Degrees



A design-centered curriculum investigates how design thinking can contribute to the stewardship of 
natural and cultural resources as well as the projection of new forms of public space, novel ecosystems, 
and innovative environments critical to the sustainable evolution of 21st century cities and landscapes.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE and FINANCIAL AID

The UT Landscape Architecture Program offers qualified students a range of merit-
based financial assistance.  Applicants whose applications are complete on or before 
February 1st will receive full consideration for the following:

Graduate assistantships are awarded on the basis of academic accomplishment and needs 
of the program.  Graduate students support the program in numerous ways, including 
helping faculty members with course work as a graduate teaching assistant (GTA) or in 
support of special projects, research, and publication of scholarly and creative work as a 
graduate research assistant (GRA).  Those receiving assistantships are expected to work 
in support of their respective appointment for approximately ten (10) hours a week.

Graduate assistantships include tuition and health insurance fee waivers, as well as a 
monthly cash stipend.  

Applicants with exceptional applications may be considered for assistantship support 
in their first year of studies.  All returning students with good academic standing 
are eligible for assistantship support during their second and third year of studies.   
Assistantships are awarded through a competitive application process in the spring of 
the preceding year.

Other departments and programs on campus, including our partner colleges, may 
also have graduate assistantship positions available.  Inquiries for positions outside of 
the program should be directed through the UT Graduate School.  

The College of Architecture and Design, and the College of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources are fortunate to have many local alumni and members of the professional 
community who have funded a variety of scholarships and student financial assistance 
packages.  These are offered to qualified applicants and current students.  

Available through the UT Graduate School are a number of prestigious fellowships:
• Graduate Diversity Enhancement Fellowships
• Lori Mayer Re-Entry Women’s Graduate Fellowships
• Herman E. Spivey Graduate Fellowship
• J. Wallace & Katie Dean Graduate Fellowship
• The Paul & Daisy Soros Fellowships for New Americans

The application deadline for these fellowships, each of which require nomination by 
the program, is in early March, Detailed information about these fellowships can be 
found at:  http://gradschool.utk.edu/fellowships.shtml 

Applicants with exceptional qualifications and who demonstrate a high capability 
for success in the program will be forwarded to the UT Graduate School as program 
nominees for these fellowships.  Nominees from the LA Program have been awarded 
over $60,000 in Graduate School Fellowships over the past six years, and we look to 
continue this tradition of success.  

Scholarships

University Fellowships

Graduate Assistantships

Financial Assistance



Sketchwork from the Summer 2014 trip to the United Kingdom. 
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The Academic Common Market (ACM) is an program for sharing unique programs, 
including graduate landscape architecture, primarily among southeastern states.  Out 
of state applicants from participating ACM states may apply to their state education 
board for in-state tuition benefits while studying landscape architecture at the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, provided that equivalent masters degrees are not 
available in the state of residence. 

Internships and practicum experiences may be available with businesses, departments, 
and organizations, both on and off campus.  In the past, these have included 
opportunities with local and national private firms, the Great Smoky Mountain 
National Park, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Institute for a Secure and Sustainable 
Environment (ISSE), Tennessee Water Resources Research Center, Nashville Civic 
Design Center, and at the East Tennessee Community Design Center.

• Federal Work-Study Program
• Tutoring opportunities, Office of Minority Student Affairs Tutorial Program
• Student worker jobs within the College of Architecture and Design
• Assistantships and part-time positions in the Department of Plant Sciences

The Federal Student Aid office has a variety of programs to help pay for graduate or 
professional education, including on-campus-based aid, Stafford Loans, and PLUS 
Loans for graduate or professional students.  Requires Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA).  For more information about these programs, see the Federal Student 
Aid Portal link below.

http://gradschool.utk.edu/FutureStudents.shtml

• Graduate Fellowships, Assistantships, and other Funding Sources
• Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships
• Estimated Tuition and Fees
• Estimate of Expenses for Graduate International Students
• Food and Dining Plan
• Housing and Residence Life
• Health Insurance for Eligible Graduate Assistants (GAs, TAs, and GRAs)

Web sites that are external to the University of Tennessee offer information on 
additional types of funding.
• http://www.college-scholarships.com
• http://www.scholarships.com
• http://www.aauw.org
• http://www.ed.gov/finaid/landing.html
• http://career.utk.edu

Apply for federal financial aid (free) via the FAFSA form.  The Financial Aid and 
Scholarship Matching Wizard can help you search the many scholarships available 
nationally and locally for the study of architecture.
• http://studentaid.ed.gov/

On-Campus Work
Opportunities

Student Loans

Financial Links
UT Graduate School
Future Graduate Students

External Financial Sites

Federal Student Aid Portal

Academic Common Market

Internships & Practicum 



Landscape architects are increasingly looked to not only for the design of sites but for the comprehensive, systemic framing and 
understanding of complex landscape situations. For this reason students at UTLA are instructed in a wide range of analog and digital 
design techniques as well as effective visual and oral communication practices.
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The UT Landscape Architecture Program is accredited by the Landscape Architecture 
Accreditation Board (LAAB).   

The LAAB accredits first professional degrees.  This organization is composed 
of representatives from the profession, from the schools of architecture, and from 
the student organization.  The Board has established conditions and criteria for 
accreditation, which apply to all professional degree programs.  Programs are 
accredited for a maximum cycle of 6 years.  

More than 70 landscape architecture programs in the United States are accredited 
by the LAAB, and each program is remarkably different with unique missions and  
educational philosophies.

Some factors to consider when selecting a school include:
• program type and length of study [described above]
• institutional context [such as a large university or a small private college]
• tuition costs [public state rates or private tuition rates]
• student/faculty ratios and faculty involvement in the program
• program philosophy, emphasis, and curriculum
• internship opportunities and/or requirements
• off campus and foreign study opportunities
• facilities and resources, related to studio space, library resources, and digital support

A Note to Transfers 
Policies for transferring vary at all institutions and students should not assume 
that credit will easily transfer from one institution to another.  Transfer credit is 
usually handled on a case-by-case basis, and transfer students should be vigilant in 
maintaining accurate academic records.

Licensure for design professionals ensures that each licensee possesses sufficient 
knowledge, skill, and ability to provide landscape architectural services while 
protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public.

The preparation to become a landscape architect involves academic education as well 
as an internship period in the profession.  The length of this required internship, and 
other requirements vary by state.  A landscape architect registers individually with 
each state in which he/she practices.  In some states possession of a masters degree may 
reduce the length of internship.  

Accreditation

Selecting a Program

Professional Internship
and Licensure



At UTLA, we’re interested in the immense potential 
of landscape as a vehicle for cultural exploration 
and experimentation. We engage in the pursuit 
of ‘projective pragmatics’ which requires a solid 
grounding in the technical knowledge and practices 
of the discipline as well as the creative, curious, and 
courageous will to boldly think about how the future 
of our landscapes and cities may unfold.
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APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

All students interested in applying to the UT Landscape Architecture program are 
encouraged to engage the Program Chair and faculty in a dialogue prior to submitting 
an application. On-campus meetings, including interviews, tours, and participating 
in open houses, regular email correspondence, and attendance at program functions 
are recommended methods to gather information about the program, to demonstrate 
genuine interest, and to build relationships.

• A baccalaureate degree in any field with a minimum 3.00 G.P.A (4.0 Scale)
• Twelve (12) credit hours of arts, humanities, and social science courses

The following course work must be taken before enrollment in supported courses in the 
MLA curriculum.  Students who have not completed course prerequisites may do so while 
enrolled in the UT LA program and are encouraged to apply: 
• One (1) year of college-level life science (Biology, Botany, or Ecology)
• One (1) college-level course involving a general understanding of the use of computers.
• One (1) college-level math course involving an introduction to algebraic, 

logarithmic, exponential, and trigonometric functions.

Submit through the UT Graduate School’s Online Application
• Transcripts of all college and university coursework
• Resume or Curriculum Vitae
• GRE Score
• TOEFL Score (international students only)
• An essay describing interest, intent, and expectations of graduate study in 

Landscape Architecture at the University of Tennessee (2-3 pages).  
• Three letters of recommendation, signed and on official letterhead 
• A digital (PDF) portfolio of creative expression.  Portfolios may be up to 20MB in 

size and include examples of drawing, photography, writing, and other examples 
of design, graphic capabilities, creativity, and craftsmanship as appropriate to the 
applicant’s background. Applicants with undergraduate backgrounds in studio-based 
design education or in landscape design who wish to apply for advanced standing or 
seek summer program exemption must show prior design work in the portfolio.  

February 1 for those MLA I, MLA II, MSLA, and MALA applicants seeking full 
consideration for all available merit-based financial assistance 
April 1 for MLA I applicants without undergraduate backgrounds in studio-based 
design education
June 15 for MLAI applicants with undergraduate backgrounds in studio-based 
design education and MLA II| MALA | MSLA applicants 

College of Architecture and Design
http://archdesign.utk.edu/admissions/
UT Graduate School Online Application
http://graduateadmissions.utk.edu/apply.shtml
Admission Guide for Graduate International Students
http://graduateadmissions.utk.edu/int-adm-guide.shtml
International Student Center: 
http://international.utk.edu/isss/

UT Landscape 
Architecture Program

UT Graduate School 
Online Application

2014 Application 
Deadlines 

Application Resources for 
all  prospective students

Resources for prospective 
international students

Before You Apply

Application Prerequisites

Course Prerequisites
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